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At last. At last someone listened to me and has built a device that had been long overdue.

Completely Detached 

Okay - „listened to me“ is a little ex-
aggerated, as I never expressed my 

desires about the perfect mains supply so-
lution to Wolfgang Meletzky. Oh, you’ve 
heard that name before? That isn’t entirely 
impossible, as this man began his career as 
the founder and head of the Berlin-based 
manufacturer MBL. Today, he is still busy 
working in the audio field, but much more 
specifically so: his latest venture is called 

„Stromtank“ (electricity container, fre-
ely translated). The name itself des-

erves respect: On the one hand 
it sums up the functional 
principle of the three devices 
currently in the portfolio, and 
on the other hand the term 
works perfectly internationally 

and has exactly the right degree 
of Teutonic “heaviness”.

But for all of that, what is it exactly? Maxi-
mum clean power to supply a HiFi system. 
It is well known that the quality of our ‘be-
loved’ 230-volt sine wave delivered from the 
wall socket has long since ceased to be what 
it used to be. For years now, a whole branch 
of the audiophile manufacturing industry 
has been trying to master this problem and 
to free the network voltage from trouble in 
the form of more or less high-frequency 
interference. The intensity of these efforts 
usually goes hand in hand with the price 
tags attached to the respective products: 
there are more or less affordable passive 
filter solutions that are more or less pre-
cisely tailored to the consumer, there are 
transformer concepts (which in the end 
are nothing but passive filters) priced abo-
ve them, and active solutions that more or 
less completely „rebuild“ the mains voltage 

The cute two-button remote control 
switches between mains and battery 
operation and switches the lighting off



Teamplayers

Turntable: 
· Transrotor Alto 

Pickup cartridge: 
· Accuphase AC-6 

Phono preamplifier: 
· Accuphase C-37 

Preamplifier: 
· Accuphase C-2420 

Power Amplifier: 
· Accuphase A-47 

Loudspeakers: 
· KLANG+TON Todo 

Antagonists

Power conditioner: 
· PS Audio P10 

much the latest in battery technology and 
are characterized by a high possible num-
ber of charge and discharge cycles, low 
self-discharge, are completely maintenan-
ce-free and can deliver extremely high 
currents; 300 amperes are not a problem. 
Each of the eight batteries is monitored by 
its own „CMC“ (Cell Management Con-
troller) module, and a „BMC“ (Battery 
Management Controller) coordinates the 
whole. The battery management system 
was developed in cooperation with the 
Fraunhofer Institute for Integrated Cir-
cuits (IIS). Yes, you rightly assume that this 
would not be worthwhile for a few audio 
nerds around the world, so it’s not a surpri-
se that behind the Stromtank brand there’s 
a bigger company that provides solar and 
wind powered energy solutions on a lar-
ger scale than here – that’s a „real“ market. 
For the Stromtank, this means it can rely 
on sophisticated high-technology, and that 
shows in the S 2500. 
The BMC, which is plugged into an irra-
diation-shielding cast aluminum housing 
that also acts as a heat sink, includes 
high-quality charging electronics that al-
ways supply the batteries with the exact 
amount of energy they need. Safety, ma-
ximum efficiency and gentle charging of 
the batteries are at the top of the list, which 
requires considerable technical effort. The 
same applies to the highly specialized swit-
ching power supply, which in turn gene-
rates a sparkling clean mains sinus from 
the 24 volts of the batteries. The S 2500 has 
two operating modes: In mains-supported 
operation, the batteries are charged - if 
necessary - and the stored energy serves 
as an additional buffer for the three mains 
outputs. In this case, however, the latter 
are conductively connected to the grid. If 
you switch to „green“ (for example with 
the enclosed remote control), the mains 
input is disconnected by relay contacts of 
a relay and the batteries completely take 
over the supply of the connected devices. 
A light-emitting diode chain indicates the 
state of charge of the batteries - which is of 
course also green. The display instrument 
also provides information about the cur-
rent flowing into or out of the batteries in 
the event of a discharge. The manufacturer 
specifies a continuous load capacity of 550 
VA for the 

reign supreme. Some leave the mains sinus 
as it is and supplement it where necessary 
(PS Audio for example), others go the extra 
mile via DC voltage conversion and gene-
rate the AC from scratch – like Isotek, for 
example, at least in some areas. This works 
very well, but is not the end of the road just 
yet. THAT would be a complete decoupling 
of the hi-fi system‘s power supply from 
the mains. If pictures of diesel generators 
now manifest themselves in front of your 
mind‘s eye, I can reassure you: in the age 
of electromobility and regenerative energy 
sources, the solution is much more elegant. 
And that‘s exactly where the Stromtanks 
come in: To put it simply, the Stromtank 
contains a powerful rechargeable battery 
whose energy is used to generate a spar-
kling clean 230V alternating voltage. This 
works for hours with complete disconnec-
tion from the mains, and during this time 
you can be completely indifferent to how 
many power plants are switched on and off 
and how many hair dryers and PowerLAN 
adapters are up to no good in the neigh-
borhood. 
Sounds great, doesn‘t it? It is, but the whole 
thing has its price: The Stromtank S 2500, 
somehow reminiscent of a big Dan D’Ago-
stino amplifier, costs a hefty 20,000 Euros. 
The resemblance is due to the huge display 
instrument on the front, which, if required 
– i.e. in pure battery mode – glows as stri-
kingly green as the superstructure of a Borg 
cube. And yes, there are probably some fri-
endly connections to America, which made 
the procurement of the exclusive pointer 
instrument possible in the first place.

What‘s clearly more important than the 
undoubtedly impressive operating status 
indicator, however, is what‘s going on insi-
de the 61-kilogram device. Under the black 
powder-coated aluminum cover in accre-
dited high-end material thickness, an abso-
lutely professional layout is revealed. And 
the huge box has been filled up to the roof. 
The lion‘s share of the space is occupied by 
eight rechargeable lithium iron phosphate 
batteries, each endued with a rated voltage 
of 3.2 volts and a full 100 ampere hours of 
capacity. The eight batteries are operated in 
series and behave like a single 24 volt/100 
Ah battery. This means that a forklift truck, 
for example, would be anything but un-
dersupplied. „LiFePo4“ batteries are pretty 
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Nothing works without a key: 
The Stromtank wants to be put 
into operation via key switch
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button of the remote control brings certa-
inty: There‘s actually still something good 
happening. The voice seems even more 
focused and loses its last graininess. And 
indeed, there is noticeably less noise in 
the pauses between the tracks – I wouldn‘t 
have expected that. The direct switching 
option makes the comparison quite sim-
ple, the sound follows the switching with a 
little delay. And there’s no need for concern 
about the stamina of the batteries either: At 
a slightly raised room level, the enormous 
display instrument reports a discharge cur-
rent of eight amps in pure battery mode. 
Let‘s extrapolate: the batteries should be 
able to withstand this load for about twel-
ve hours without recharging. That‘s more 
than enough. 
Let‘s see how it works with some more 
bass-potent material. On the platter of the 
Transrotor Alto I spin the rhythmically 
challenging 2013 album of the psychede-
lic rock band Cave from Chicago, which 
exhibits a pretty hefty bass range. That one 
surely has to be played louder? You bet. 
What’s happening now is very interesting: 
In battery mode the sound improves in 
terms of crispness and energy in the bass. 
It’s not a dramatic change, but it’s clearly 
noticeable. Of course it already sounded 
great when the Stromtank S 2500 is in 
mains-supported mode, but the decou-
pling from the power grid provides even 
more thrust and sharpness of contours.

The power electronics are housed in 
shielding and cooling cast housings

When everything else fails: This fuse is the 
last resort in the event of a short circuit

Security service: Each of the eight batteries 
is monitored by such a circuit board

This is what I call a plug: The battery pack is 
connected with a so-called Anderson connector

Looks like an output stage, but 
it‘s not: Stromtank has built 
the final network conditioner

device, but for five seconds it also provides 
2.5 kVA(!). In order to strain the batteries 
in such a way, you’d have to connect a lot 
of tubes with considerable heat output …  
For the listening test, a more than quali-
fied system was allowed to dock onto the 
Stromtank: The Transrotor Alto delivered 
signals generated by the Accuphase AC-6 
to an Accuphase chain consisting of the 
phono preamplifier C-37, the preampli-
fier C-2420 and the power amplifier A-47. 
Especially the latter is a serious power 
guzzler due to its considerable quiescent 
current. Without much of an expectati-
on, the components hooked to the S 2500 
were allowed to warm up in mains-sup-
ported operation, but something was dif-
ferent from the start. Nina Simone’s voice 
on the excellent MusicOn Vinyl pressing 
of „A Single Woman“ sounded remarka-
bly detailed and transparent, and the in-
strumentats rendered extremely precisely 
around the singer. Great, what more do I 
actually need? Surely the total decoupling 
from the mains wouldn’t be such a big step 
forward – or would it? A push on the left 
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We listened to
Nina Simone

A Single Woman

Cave
Threace

Kosmodrom
Gravitationsnarkose

John Coltrane
A Love Supreme
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Eight large LiFeP04 
batteries buffer 
the grid energy

The Stromtank has three power 
output sockets. Hence in most cases an 

additional plug strip will be required

Stromtank S 2500
· Price 20.000 Euro
· Distributor Stromtank, Berlin
· Phone +49 30 52688330
· Internet  www.stromtank.com
· Warranty 2 years
· W x H x D 480 x 295 x 450 mm
· Weight ca. 61 kg

Summary …
»	There	it	is:	the	ultimate	solution	to	
all	 power	 supply	 problems.	 Absolu-
tely	uncompromising	and	extremely	
convincing	in	terms	of	sound.

The extent to which the S 2500 is boosting 
the overall performance becomes clear 
only after taking it out of the system again: 
It took me at least an hour to get used to 
sound after the separation – and to realize 
that this Accuphase system actually DOES 
sound pretty good already when it’s con-
nected directly to the mains. However, after 
disconnecting the Stromtank S 2500 at half 
past six in the evening in the industrial 
Ruhr area, the pain of loss is of the stin-
ging type. I extend my congratulations to 
Berlin: As of today, there‘s no better way to 
supply a HiFi system with clean power!

Holger Barske




